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Der Flügtag
EAA Chapter 958 New Braunfels, TX

Where every day is a good flying day!

The Prez Sez
Well, we have a brand new year. I hope all of you Chapter 958 airplane nuts had a
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Now it’s time to get to work on your
miscellaneous homebuilding projects in between the occasional winter storms. We are
starting the New Year with a fresh group of new officers: Your’s truly Jack Fairchild
as Pres., Chuck Woods as Vice Pres., and with great luck Julie Weber has volunteered
(drafted???) to serve as Secretary. Thanks to all for stepping forward to keep EAA 958
alive. Treasurer Mike Mueller and Newsletter Editor Richard Weber have graciously
agreed to continue for another year.

We hope to continue to follow the wishes of the membership by concentrating our
programs on homebuilding tips, experience, and advice, technical and other. Our first
program in January will further these goals. We also would like to increase our
membership this year and hope with the member’s cooperation to invite and
encourage many other airplane nuts to join us in learning more about the thrills and
chills of homebuilding. See you the 2nd Saturday of January—Jan. 13.

Jack Fairchild

Next Meeting
January 13, 2007

Place: New Braunfels Airport

Time: 10:00 AM

Program: Phil Kline from the
"Lockhart RV factory" will give
the program on the process of
deciding what aircraft to build
and the building process.

Board Meeting: 9:00 AM, Air
Port Restaurant – Be prepared
with your written committee
reports! (just kidding )
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It’s a Bird! No, it’s Chuck Wood’s New RV – 9A
By Chuck Woods

After 2 years and 10 months of construction I flew my RV-9A
from Elm Creek Airpark for the first test flight on October
28th. The airplane flew absolutely flawlessly on lift off and at
altitude. Norm Rathje flew his RV-7A as chase and Jack
Merrell finely caught up in his aircraft to take some great
pictures.

I slowed the aircraft down to just above stall with and without
flaps and I can honestly say that it is as stable as a $500,000
new Mooney. At a power setting of approximately 2450 RPM
the aircraft was indicating a speed of 166 MPH that was
verified by Norm. Not bad for a very tight engine and with no
wheel pans or fairing installed.

I now have over 15 hours on the aircraft as of the 16th, all of
which has been at high power settings (2400 RPM or above).
Full throttle now results in 2520 RPM and I have been told by
Aero Sport that it will eventually spin up to 2600 RPM with
the prop that I have installed. I would expect to see an airspeed

of at least 180 MPH after the wheel pans and fairings have
been installed.

I would like to thank Phil Kline, Ted Jones, Chuck Imken,
Norm Rathje, Glen Short, Jack Merrell, Ron Vanbeek, Don
Staats and a few other's for all their advice, technical support
when I really needed it and construction help throughout the
building process. Without all that support I would have
probably sold the project before completion. A special thanks
to Don Staats and Glen Short for all their moral support when
there seemed to be no light at the end of the tunnel.

If you are considering building an airplane and it fits your
budget, I would strongly recommend one of the RV's. There is
an extreme wealth of knowledge that is possessed in our EAA
Chapter and I am sure that all of us would share that
knowledge with anyone building a project regardless of what
aircraft you decided to build. The quality of the RV kit is
great, drawings and instructions are the best and the support
from Van's is outstanding.

Chuck Woods

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to All!
The party was a success. Although last year’s gathering was also a winner,
some of our members are still wandering the hills southwest of Seguin
looking for Goerke’s Country Restaurant. Our membership numbers were
not so strong that we can afford to lose anyone on their way to the party so it
was thought best to kept the it in town at Fire Mountain, in beautiful
downtown New Braunfels. No one, including my wife and I, got lost and it
proved to be a good choice. This was not the party to be fashionably late to
as people were HUNGRY and Fire Mountain was just the place for hungry
people. The selection was phenomenal as was the pricing for the variety and
quantity of food offered. If anyone went home hungry, they just were not
trying. Garry West offered his thoughts on this past year and a very positive
outlook for the future. Garry by the way received a wonderful gift for the
long haul pilot or maybe just for someone getting up

We Found It This Year!!
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Menasco C 65 water-cooled engines. They had a wingspan of
60 ft. and among the notables who test flew them were Bob
Hoover and Chuck Yeager. Unfortunately, the A prototype
crashed killing the pilot. On its maiden flight, the B
prototype’s canopy cover flew off, however, the pilot was able
to land it safely. All of the prototypes were beset by
mechanical problems, most relating to the Menasco engines.
For its day, the airframe was relatively simplistic and that was
one of its attractions. It could be produced in one piece, it

offered a low profile and simplified construction, however,
mechanically, and it was complicated. Control surfaces were
different, it had no tail and the two propellers were driven by
one engine with a hydraulic coupling device that reduced
vibration and allowed the propellers to be disengaged from the
engine in an emergency. A contract for the full sized XB-35
was eventually issued for 200 airplanes with delivery to begin
in June 1945 but the contract was eventually cancelled.

The N9M B prototype survived all the testing and was
eventually purchased by the Chino Planes of Fame museum
in Chino, CA in 1950. There it sat until 1982 when restoration
was begun in earnest. Much of the work had to be back
engineered due to lack of good design documentation but
eventually; the N9M B flew on 11/11/1994. The proto type is
the airplane that you see pictured as the November plane of
the month.

This is truly a historic aircraft. Not just because it is unusual
but also because its basic design was eventually vindicated by
the construction of the B-2 Bomber. The B –2 (with 21 now
in our fleet) has incorporated the “flying wing” design far
beyond Jack Northrop’s wildest dreams. For comparison
purposes, take a look at the B-2 side by side an artist’s
rendition of the XB-35. They are definitely of the same
family.

Now can you name January’s Plane of the Month?
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JAN/FEB EVENTS CALENDAR (Courtesy of EAA and AOPA Websites)

Jan 13 — New Braunfels Airport - EAA Chapter 958 meeting. Phil Kline from “Lockhart RV Factory” will give the
program on the process of deciding what aircraft to build and the building process. You RV builders, past, present and future would
add a lot to this meeting citing your own experiences to supplement the discussion.

Jan 20 — Houston, TX. William P. Hobby Airport (KHOU). Wings & Wheels Saturday at the 1940 Air Terminal Museum. The
1940 Air Terminal Museum invites you to enjoy vintage aircraft, vintage cars, special guests & programs, food and family fun.
Admission is $10 for adults and $5.00 for kids 12 and under, including lunch, admission to the Museum, static displays, etc.. Contact
Francisco Gutierrez, 713-454-1940; Email. Website. Event ID: 8872

Jan 20 — Tyler, TX. Tyler Pounds Field (TYR). Fly In/ Drive In Breakfast. Serving Breakfast 0800am to 1100am. Every 3rd Sat
every month. Email for info, please put subject as CAP Breakfast. Contact 2Lt Koen, Emmett , 903/592-2426; Email.

Jan 26 — Oklahoma City, OK . The Wiley Post Spirit Award banquet,Wiley Post airport Contact Information: Bob Kemper
(405) 789-0005 Email Address: hangarmail@wileyposthangar.org Website: www.wileypost.org

Feb 17 — Houston, TX. William P. Hobby Airport (KHOU). Wings & Wheels Saturday at the 1940 Air Terminal Museum. The
1940 Air Terminal Museum invites you to enjoy vintage aircraft, vintage cars, special guests & programs, food and family fun.
Admission is $10 for adults and $5.00 for kids 12 and under, including lunch, admission to the Museum, static displays, etc.. Contact
Francisco Gutierrez, 713-454-1940; Email. Website. Event ID: 8873

Feb 17 — Tyler, TX. Tyler Pounds Field (TYR). Fly In/ Drive In Breakfast. Serving Breakfast 0800am to 1100am. Every 3rd Sat
every month. Email for info, please put subject as CAP Breakfast. Contact 2Lt Koen, Emmett , 903/592-2426; Email.

Light Stuff!

This is what happens when you play with the Remote Garage Door Opener


