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Der Flügtag
EAA Chapter 958 New Braunfels, TX

Where every day is a good flying day!

The Prez Sez
Last month we had a great meeting in spite of the cold and rainy
weather---and a leaky building. Phil Cline (see accompanying article) gave a
great presentation on the factors to be considered when deciding on a homebuilt
project. The Q & A following the talk and member comments was very useful.
We were hoping to help those contemplating a homebuilt project or already
encountering problems with projects underway, but the weather did not
cooperate for a large turnout. We plan to get Phil back for another go
at it when we have more members and guests present to take advantage of
his experience.

Don't miss this month's meeting on Feb. 10. Erik Svendsen,
General Manager at McKee Avionics at San Marcos Airport will join us to
talk about avionics, instrument and antenna systems and give us tips
about how to select, install, and maintain them. He will also contrast
the pros and cons of the new glass cockpit systems to help you make the
right decision on your homebuilt.

Come early (free pancakes at the Airport Cafe, coffee and donuts
at the meeting room) and stay late (for hangar flying). Hope to see all
of you there.

Jack Fairchild

Next Meeting
February 10, 2007

Place: New Braunfels Airport
Main Terminal Building

Time: 10:00 AM

Program: Erik Svendsen,
General Manager at McKee
Avionics in San Marcos will be
our speaker. He will be a great
speaker talking about Steam
gages vs. electronic Gages, good
and bad equipment, maintenance
of avionics, tips on how toor not
to install avionics equipment,
recommend bare bones but
adequate systems, and discuss
antenna systems. There will also
be free catalogs from Wicks
Aircraft and Aircraft Spruce for
distribution.

Board Meeting: 9:00 AM, Air
Port Restaurant
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January meeting

Despite cold and rainy weather, January’s meeting got off
to a great start. Certainly one of the many benefits of
EAA membership is the willingness of its members to help
out one another as they sometimes stumble their way
through the complicated billing and certification process.
Philip Cline is just such a member. Philip is one of those
“Lockhart” guys who are often described in angelic terms
based on their willingness to help out fellow builders.
They, particularly Phil, are universally acclaimed Gurus of

home building. Phil originated the all-wood “Youngster”
and now, some 30 builds later, is still innovating, helping
and building himself. Take a look at the “bare bones” of
a Youngster built by Jim Hardy. Jim, by the way, has an
excellent web site that is actually a builder’s diary of his
entire Youngster build process. Take a look. For those of
you who have completed a project, it will bring back

memories and for those contemplating a build, you can
see what you have to look forward to. The site is at
http://www.ntin.net/jhardy/youngster.htm An example
of Phil’s recent “innovating” is his “fix” for the relatively
common RV overheating problem. His experience gained
from years of building and study, applied an old “fix” to a
current problem and all but eliminated the heat issue on
those RV’s he has consulted on.

Phil’s talk was generally titled “Decisions.” Of course,
when building, decisions come up all the time but so many
are basic project decisions that should be determined
BEFORE the basic decision to build is made. Things such
as “What is the intended use for this aircraft?” “What
Construction Method to use – tube, wood, composite,
metal.” “Are there any Mentors – gurus, real or would-
be that I can count on?” “What kind of Power plant
should I use?” These are NOT “during construction”
things to decide. One decision that he could not
emphasis enough was related to cost. “Have you, the
potential builder, REALLY anticipated the FULL cost of
building and certification?” In far too many cases, “No!”
was Phil’s answer. “How long do you want to take to
build your homebuilt.” Jack Fairchild, at about a 30-year
build time, seemed to hold the record for those in
attendance but I doubt that Jack is too far over the
median build-time.

Those in attendance with some exception were all nodding
their heads in agreement as Phil went through all the
challenges and rewards facing the homebuilder. If the
chapter is fortunate, we may well see Phil return later in
the year to again, help those in the process or anticipating
building an aircraft. On an interesting note, Phil stated
“As soon as your airplane makes it first flight, you switch
from ‘building’ to ‘maintaining’ and it is often a difficult
transition to make.” It was a great program and the
chapter is most appreciative of Phil Cline sharing his










